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ig Real Estate
Switches Keys

Wiary Ann Tighe directs new straregy for Albany,
City Hall Her first example? The 9/Li trial

SVELICOT BROWN

t/a’real dstate lunch: at the
A}f]@w York Ear Associationlast
cek Boly Knakal, chairman
of brokernge Massey: K.nakal, stood:
p: ant asked attendees toisign ape:
Hition tohielp find money'to:builld a’
10w :$800 million station dlorig the.
No: 7line o Mankiattan’s far West
Side<one of manyareal estatebro-
ker urleashied 10:amass signatures.
Thie'real estate Tndustry

In‘the MetLife building.“This isinot
polities a5 isual; And we havexo have
apresencethars Somewhat different
thin the historie présence

‘Taken asa:whole REBNY's ap-
proachripsapage fromtheplaybook:
‘of one'of the very forces that threats
‘ensits grip'on powers 1abior Someof:
the city’s more infliential tnions—=
‘the heallth care workers” SEXU 1199,
and bullding serviceworkersin SEIU.
3287, for instance-—have used these
organizing and political techniques.
for years, engaging

the statorn; cut from 2 L5-mile ex-
tension;due 1o Hising costs; through'
Brass-rogLs! organizing. andii new

‘ship, often to:great success on'the:
Tegislative front.

Web sité (“Lost Station = L

&Growth. it reads).
TheHingmasterof the pushMaxy

Arm Tigle, ails i

he ascension of Ms: Tigheis s

E AeW YD in its oWl nght for;
tie: 114-year-0ld " organiza

TioH; atitstop by asetof

dymsuc male. landlozds.

An attempt to organize
lezions of brokers and
lawyers probably would
{fail to have the same

MsiTighe, o
chaii REBNY: zmd the first broker to
dososinge the 1980s;1s romadiffer-
ent moltl She grew itp in the Bronx;
started off in‘art istory (once serys
g as an arts adviser to:Vice Presis
dent Mordale)dnd creator of

grass-roots feeling.
as’a campaign by, say,
aggrieved apartment

tenant

<ié television network AKE. Shéhas
an‘image of perfaction, one'in which
she'talks openly about cosmetic sur-
‘gery: (et husband is 2 ‘fop plastic
SUrgeony; sn‘ts x‘vxﬁ‘1 perfect postiie
an 61

chiirwornan of the Real Estate. Board
of New York: Sirice taking over:
NYinJanuary, Ms. Tighe

ive and intense, she Lids risen

tobeone’ of the top.office:space bré
Kersinghe

Ms.’!‘xghexsﬁntso much the:mas=

the“powerful “Jobby' group: onto :a:
iew political cotrse, With obstaclas
blociingirstraditional paths topow-
er i Albany and'Gity: Han—-nnmely,
@ change’ to Democratic:control iin
théState Senate and strict contribu-
‘tion Tilles i New York City=~REBNY.
15 expanding ‘well béyond the tradi=
tonal backroomlobbying by aselect:

fow.

Unﬁke in'the past; the ZTOUp’s
mmpmzns for:or against various is+
sues—be it a subway station; taies
orhousinglegislation-—will theoret:
ically: becorne: far louder ‘and miore:
public; seeldng the aid and partier:
ship'of whomever else ‘Taightbe: af-

terming ‘Thew strate:
gy-thathonorbelongs toMx. Spinc-
14, REENY's :president sinice’ 1986,
‘Who: Has been:working for months’
‘o’ a ‘new approach, and ‘crafted &
‘specific agenda i togethar! with Ms:
Tighe! But'hér rise; and ‘pardculars.
1y her new interest'in ‘engagement;
‘seenis A réaction’toa broader and-
ety among many landiords:and oth=
o real estate:execiitives; who fear
‘an onslaught of lawssnd regulations
from a far more liberal ind involved:
governmentateverylavel:

alot ofways, we'reinunchart~
ed territory with:the federal,'stare
and Jocal:governments; and the'im-
pact ‘their actionshave on'our econ-

of the
d

Thus' more expansive approach is
d with' at

real gstate ‘market,”
said M. Knakal, 3 member of REB-
NY’s executive board. 4Tv's very im-

Tighe wants the real estate i.ndusn'y
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andbusiness climate,

Tospeakwithzlond:

v

Sary Ann Tighe.

paign by, sax aggieved apamnen:
chal-

sues and broader busingss’ po].lcxes,
pushing for a:better census:count:
(more bodies: counted ‘means: more
federal dotlarsto e city); respons
Sible mty and: state: budgets;: and:
Immigration:changes that allow:for:
more educated workers:to enter the

COUntry;

e yeally very deliberately want
‘tobroadéenour dréas of focus beyond.
thinge that dre strictly real-estares
related,” Ms. Tighe said

This s not altruism—the real es-

Fearing:
slve:security plan; the industry em-
ployed: i i

likely ve o
lenge pamcular)y for REBNY'S po~

isbeing setup, in

thescenes,  hut also ic,
launching & Wely sité; working in'co~
ordination ‘with’ Community: Board
1:and deploying: execuuves 1o’ help:

rising influence
of the labos-backed Working Farni-
liesParty.
And thiere is also the qutsuon of
3

lerid voices against the
mult helped’ spawn a i

hether its wi

tnal downtowi: Mayor Bloomberg
flipped on the issug; trging anewlo-
cationoutside’of theicity; and now
‘the Obamia admixistrationislooking

fons Astable utygovemment and3a,
better busin

fora
It still important for the Real
Estate:Board to'have the conumimi-

jobs and: residents. More: employ=
meit means lower office vacancy

tially creating 4 political Vehicle of
Big Real ‘Estaté’s: own-~tentatively.
the Independence Party—with REB~.
NY president Steven Spinolaseeking
‘illions to help elect a:set of candi=
dates’to the: State” Legislattire and.
e City Counicil:

“0nce’the ipolitical  lantscape
chaiiged, it hécame niecessary tore:
ally engage things inadifferentman:
nier™Ms; Tight said diiring an fnters
view Monday aftérngon‘ather office
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{0 hear
shouldbe hem—d."

o terms of specifics, Ms. Tighe's’
agenidacalls for new incentive:pro=
gramsito-create jobs, she:has fioat=
ed the concept of giving a tax credit:
for avery new job created. The orga:
‘nization’ intendsito’take a'stronger.
role’infederal’ policy=most: of its
lobbying has typically been corifined
toAlbany and City Hall-and REBNY.
récently retainei a’lobbying firm in:
Washington: And moré broadly; Ms.

property valies ‘and higher - office
‘and apartmerntrents;and more corni-
mercialand résidential léases.

1 early example of this mew.

A stratepy ‘came’ last: ‘month:
oving: the; frial iof five ac-

Cised 91 conspirators out of Lower:
‘Manhattan: Tt was fiot an issue that
wiis'd direct threat to/a'sér'of major.
landlorts; but ¥ather one that gener-
enged: downtown’s: imiage

cation withkey to'd6 thiit

semi-private’conversations; Mt
Spiniola’said-“But we alsq then said;
we're Yeady to go public and force
the issue;'as we're doing on the 4lst
Street Station.””

nigwstop o the No. 7. Hine’isipers
‘haps 3 prime example—cuts abound.
in'government; making it'a difficilt
‘timeto sk for néw subsidies for job
creation: and h\mdreds 6f:millions
for a new siibway . Thus far,
Industry. leaders 11ave bean ‘tolda
‘similarline by many a government
official: o money: here {(although
Sendtor Charles Schumer, asupport-
o1 of the station; hias proposed alows:
cost Joan program).
f:ﬂl’ Ms: Tighe -and M

conirse; ‘one wonders just iow
‘much can’be changed witha strat-
egy:shift. As a group, wealthy land-
lords'and real estate brokers do not.
‘tend tohave the best image with the
‘broader; public, ‘and:an’attempt:to’
organize legions'ef brokersand law-
‘yers probably wotld fail to hidve the
same grass-roots feeling ‘as a cam-

la say the push:isiworth the effort,
and there: are some potential green
‘SHOSTS: “Twon't say we shouldonly.
be' engaged with’ things 'that have
‘vertainty of success;”Ms; Tighe said
“What felt impossible maybé three 5
onths’ ago-~we are; besmnng
feel the possibility”
ebrown@observer.com.;
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